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In remarks to reporters on May 4 in Washington, World Bank president Barber Conable announced
a proposed reorganization of the Bank that could lead to the elimination of about 600 jobs in the next
several years. He said the reorganization, which has not yet been approved by the Bank's board of
directors, "will consolidate a variety of activities that have evolved in the Bank in recent years. It will
streamline procedures, strengthen managerial accountability, use administrative resources more
efficiently, and position the Bank to assist its member nations more creatively and dynamically."
Conable said he expects the US Congress to give "careful consideration" to the overdue US
contributions to the seventh replenishment of the International Development Association (IDA).
IDA is the Bank's concessional lending affiliate that makes long-term, interest-free loans to the
poorest developing countries. The Bank president also mentioned that he expected the Congress to
approve the eighth IDA replenishment sometime in 1987. Conable told reporters that the in-house
study for planning the institution's first major reorganization since 1972 recommended greater
emphasis on environmental considerations. A new environmental department will be established,
and experts will be hired to implement programs at the country and regional levels. The study also
recommends additional staffing for the Bank's work in the area of women in development; greater
help in assisting borrowers with finance and external debt service policies; stronger emphasis on cofinancing; and, improved relations with commercial banks.
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